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ject In your profession, and to manage it so that it may
be of use to the world. I am persuaded that if you will
apply yourself this way, you are well able to do it; and
that your knowledge of the world, and reading, will enable
you to furnish such a piece, with such uncommon remarks,
as will render it both profitable and agreeable, above most
things that pass the press. Say not, that most subjects in
divinity are exhausted; for, if you look into Dr. Wilkins's
heads of matters, which you will find in his Gift of Preach-
ing,1 you will be surprised to find so many necessary and
useful heads, that no authors have meddled with. There
are some common themes, that have employed multitudes
of authors; but the most curious and difficult are in a
manner untouched, and a good genius will not fail to pro-
duce something new and surprising on the most trite, much
more on those that others have avoided, merely because
they were above their parts. Assure yourself, that your
interest, as well as duty, requires this from you; and you
will find, that it will answer some objections against you,
if you thus show the world that you have patience and
comprehension of thought, to go through with such a sub-
ject of weight and learning.2

You will pardon me this freedom, which I assure you
proceeds from a sincere kindness, and true value that I
have for you. I will add no more, but my hearty prayers
for you. I am, Dr. Swift, yours,

WILL. DUBLIN.

1 a Ecclesiastes, or a Discourse concerning the Gift of Preaching as
it falls under the Rules of Art," by John Wilkins, Bishop of Chester,
of which an eighth edition, " corrected and much enlarged," had been
published in 1704.

* Nothing was more calculated to annoy Swift than gratuitous
advice such as the Archbishop gave him in this letter. In the opinion
of Sir Leslie Stephen ("Swift/ p. 78), the Archbishop's "strange
knack of irritating his correspondent * was not "without intention";
but Sir Henry Craik (u Life," i, 293) thinks that it was due to miscon-
ception of Swift's character, and is surprised that "a man accus-
tomed to associate with Swift should not have seen the inaptness of
this solemn trifling.J?ght be. If they
